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London: An American lawyer
told an extradition hearing in
Britain for Julian Assange on
Monday that the WikiLeaks
founder faces decades in prison
if he is convicted on spying
charges in the United States.

US prosecutors have
indicted the 49-year-old
Australian on 17 espionage
charges, and one of computer
misuse, over WikiLeaks’ pub-
lication of secret US Military
documents a decade ago. The
charges carry a maximum sen-
tence of 175 years in prison.

Attorney Eric Lewis,

appearing as a defense witness,
said the scope of the indictment
pointed to “a very aggressive
approach to sentencing on the
part of the Government.” “All
signs point to a very long sen-
tence, measured in many
decades,” said Lewis, a senior
partner at Lewis Baach
Kaufmann Middlemiss in
Washington, DC.

“We are looking at a sen-
tence somewhere between 20
years, if everything goes bril-
liantly, to 175 years, which the
government could easily ask
for,” he said. AP

Taipei: China warned the
United States on Monday of
potential “serious damage” to
their relations if it does not
withdraw from an upcoming
economic meeting with Taiwan
that is expected to be attended
by a senior American official.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin
urged the US at a daily brief-
ing to “stop all forms of official
exchanges with Taiwan, so as
to avoid serious damage to
China-US relations and peace
and stability across the Taiwan
Strait.” 

Taiwanese media reported
that US Under Secretary of
State for Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment
Keith Krach is planning to
visit the island later this week
for an economic and com-
mercial dialogue with Taiwan’s

government.
The visit would follow one

by US Health Secretary Alex
Azar last month. Azar was the
highest-level US Cabinet offi-
cial to visit since a break in for-
mal ties between the US and
Taiwanese government in 1979,
when the US accepted a “one-
China policy” with Beijing as
its government.

A visit by Krach is likely to
inspire further anger from
China. China considers self-
ruled Taiwan part of its own
territory, and strongly oppos-
es any official contacts between
other nations and the island.

Taiwan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs confirmed last
week that it was in negotiations
with the US on such talks, but
did not comment on a specif-
ic date or who might attend
from Washington. AP

Beijing: The US ambassador to
China will step down early next
month, ending a three-year
tenure marked by a trade war
and increasingly bitter relations
between the world’s two largest
economies.

Terry Branstad, appointed
by President Donald Trump in
2017, confirmed his decision in
a phone call with Trump last
week, the US Embassy said in
a statement on Monday. It did
not give a reason for his depar-
ture.

“I am proudest of our work
in getting the phase one trade
deal and delivering tangible
results for our communities
back home,” he was quoted as
saying at an embassy staff
meeting on Monday.

Word of his departure
leaked out earlier in the day
when Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo thanked Branstad on
Twitter for his service.

“Ambassador Branstad has
contributed to rebalancing US-
China relations so that it is
results-oriented, reciprocal, and
fair,” Pompeo wrote in a follow-
up tweet.

China’s foreign ministry

said before the embassy
announcement that it was
aware of Pompeo’s tweet but
had not received any notifica-
tion that Branstad was leaving.

Branstad became
embroiled in a recent contro-
versy when China’s official
People’s Daily newspaper
rejected an opinion column
that he had written.

Pompeo tweeted last week
that China’s ruling Communist
Party refused to run Branstad’s
op-ed while the Chinese
ambassador to the United
States “is free to publish in any
US media outlet.” 

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian
responded that Branstad’s arti-
cle was “full of loopholes, seri-
ously inconsistent with facts
and wantonly attacks and
smears China.” 

The US Embassy had con-
tacted the People’s Daily on
August 26 about the piece, ask-
ing that it be printed in full with-
out any edits before September
4, the People’s Daily said in a
statement posted online.

Branstad, 73, is a native of
Iowa and was governor of the

major farming state for 22
years over two spans, from
1983 to 1999 and 2011 to 2017.

Early in his first term, he
met Xi Jinping, now China’s
leader, when the then county-
level Communist Party official
visited Iowa on a 1985 trade
trip.

Trump appointed him
ambassador after a vacancy of
several months, during which
the embassy’s No. 2 official,
David Rank, resigned after
criticizing the Trump admin-
istration’s withdrawal from the
Paris climate accord.

Soon after arriving in
Beijing in June 2017, Branstad
welcomed American beef back
to the Chinese market after a
14-year ban, saying “I know it
is a key priority of the president
to reduce the trade deficit, and
this is one of the ways we can
do it.” 

But trade relations quick-
ly soured, as the US imposed
tariffs on Chinese products
and China retaliated in kind.
Other disputes followed over
technology, human rights and
the response to the coron-
avirus pandemic. AP

Berlin: Specialist labs in France
and Sweden have confirmed
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny was poisoned
with the Soviet-era nerve agent
Novichok, the German gov-
ernment said Monday.

A German military labora-
tory previously confirmed the
substance in his samples.
German government
spokesman Steffen Seibert also
said that the Hague-based
Organisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons is taking
steps to have samples from
Navalny tested at its reference
laboratories.

“Independently of the
ongoing examinations by the
OPCW, three laboratories have
now confirmed independently
of one another the proof of a
nerve agent of the Novichok
group as the cause of Mr.
Navalny’s poisoning,” Seibert
said in a statement.

He said Germany had asked
France and Sweden for an
“independent review” of the
German findings. German offi-
cials said labs in both countries,
as well as the OPCW, took

their own new samples.
Navalny, the most promi-

nent opponent of Russian
President Vladimir Putin, was
flown to Germany two days
after falling ill on Aug. 20 on a
domestic flight in Russia and is
being treated at Berlin’s Charite
hospital. Berlin has demanded
that Russia investigate the case.

Seibert on Monday
renewed Germany’s demand
that “Russia explain itself ” on
the matter. He added that “we
are in close consultation with
our European partners on fur-
ther steps.” 

The Kremlin has bristled at
calls from Chancellor Angela
Merkel and other world leaders
for Russia to answer questions
in the case, denying any official
involvement and accusing the
West of trying to smear
Moscow. AP

Codogno (Italy): The morning
bell on Monday marked the
first entrance to the classroom
for the children of Codogno
since February 21, when pan-
icked parents were sent to pick
up their children after the
northern Italian town gained
notoriety as the first in the West
to record local transmission of
the coronavirus.

While all of Italy’s 8 million
school students endured Italy’s
strict 2½-month lockdown,
few suffered the trauma of the
children of Codogno, whose
days were punctuated by the
sirens of passing ambulances.

“Many lost grandparents,”
said Cecilia Cugini, the prin-
cipal of Codogno’s nursery,
elementary and middle schools.

So while the reopening of
Italian schools marks an
important step in a return to
pre-lockdown routine, the step
bears more symbolic weight in
the 11 towns in Lombardy
and Veneto that were the first
to be sealed off as coronavirus
red zones. AP

Moscow: Belarus’ authoritari-
an president visited Russia
Monday in a bid to secure more
loans and political support, as
demonstrations against the
extension of his 26-year rule
entered their sixth week.

Alexander Lukashenko’s
talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in the Black Sea
resort of Sochi come a day after
an estimated 150,000 people
flooded the streets of the
Belarusian capital, demanding
Lukashenko’s resignation. 

The Interior Ministry said
774 people were arrested in
Minsk and other cities of
Belarus for holding unsanc-
tioned rallies on Sunday.

Protesters in Belarus have
dismissed Lukashenko’s reelec-
tion for a sixth term in the
August 9 vote as rigged. 

The United States and the
European Union have criti-
cised the election as neither free
nor fair and urged the

Belarusian leader to engage in
talks with the opposition, a
demand he rejected.

In a bid to win Moscow’s
support, the 66-year-old former
state farm director has tried to
cast the protests as an effort by
the West to isolate Russia,
which sees the neighbour as a
key bulwark against NATO
and a major conduit for ener-
gy exports to Europe.

Russia and Belarus have a
union treaty envisaging close
political, economic and military
ties, but they have often engaged
in acrimonious disputes. 

Before the election,
Lukashenko repeatedly
accused the Kremlin of press-
ing Belarus to abandon its
independence. But with the
United States and the European
Union criticising the election
and readying a package of
sanctions, Lukashenko now
has to rely squarely on Russia’s
support. AP
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�!�	. Tokyo: Yoshihide Suga was

elected as the new head of
Japan’s ruling party on Monday,
virtually guaranteeing him par-
liamentary election as the coun-
try’s next prime minister.

Suga received 377 votes in
the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party election to pick a succes-
sor to Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, who announced last
month that he would resign due
to health problems. 

The other two contenders
received a combined 157 votes
— former Foreign minister
Fumio Kishida got 89 and for-
mer Defence Minister Shigeru
Ishiba had 68.

The expected victory in
the party vote by Suga, currently
the chief Cabinet secretary of
Abe’s government, all but guar-
antees his election in a parlia-
mentary vote Wednesday
because of the majority held by
the Liberal Democrats’ ruling
coalition.

Suga gained the support of
party heavyweights and their
wing members early in the
campaign on expectations that
he would continue Abe’s poli-
cies. That his victory appeared
to be a done deal has raised crit-

icism from inside and outside
the party that the process is
undemocratic and murky.

The closed-door politics
also apparently led lawmakers to
support Suga in hopes of getting
favourable party and Cabinet
posts in the new administration.

Suga has said his top prior-
ities are fighting the coron-
avirus and turning around an
economy battered by the pan-
demic. He repeatedly has noted
achievements under the Abe-led
government when asked about
various policies.

Despite his low-key image

as Abe’s right-hand man, Suga
is actually known for his iron-
fist approach to getting jobs
done as a policy coordinator
and influencing bureaucrats by
using the centralized power of
the prime minister’s office.

Suga says he is a reformist
and that he has worked to
achieve policies by breaking
territorial barriers of bureau-
cracy. He has credited himself
for those efforts in achieving a
booming foreign tourism indus-
try in Japan, lowering cellphone
bills and bolstering agricultur-
al exports. AP
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